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12 June 1968
25X1

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. ]
Printing Requirements and Equipment Survey Team

SUBJECT : Recommendation concerning Microform Technology
: and Publications

1, As you requested I have drafted the following for your con-
sideration:

Is the printing press the only method of publishing reports?

Mogdern technology offers many new techniques for modern
oertmanications. One specialized fleld encompasses the new
wicroform systems which include the advantages of reducing
the bulky slze of reference material and office files,

For example "Microfiche” puts a 65-page report on a

plastic card of 4 x 6 inches. Even more promising s a
peblishing process 18 the new "PCMI" microform by National
Caph Reglster Corporation which puts 3,200 pages on such

& b x 6 tragsperency. We cen better appreciate the potentisl
whent we realize that the complete NIS pow fills 96 linear
teet of shelf files. Op Microfiche all of the ¥IS could be
placed in part of one card cabinet; or on "POMI" it could be
put on less then 100 cards occupying bt or 5 inches of space.

Unfortunately there are disadvantages and practical procedural
e ements such as high costs, reading devices, end film
technicians, Bagh master Microfiche with 65 pages costs $1.15
sad endh extra cogy 18 9 cents. PCMI is wuch more, costing
§500 for the 3,200-page master and $1.00 for each extra copy.
Ihese systems are economical only where many coples are dis-
tributed. Atomic Energy end HASA use Microfiche extengively.
Ford Motor Company distributes its Parts Cetalogue on POMI.
The Departuent of Commerce "Clearinghouse” offers any of its
reports on Microfiche for fifty cente and on hard copy for
$3!50I

These two microform gystems are typicel of the hundreds of
n#w compimicatlion gystemg belng offered today. But they ere

systzng that can be lisbilities if poorly applied or part of
the wrong procedure. Competent analysis is required to
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develop an appropriate system, Such analysis requires the
. office concerned to inttiete the study, participate in its
,ifm$earq§_ cooperate with lis development, and support its
‘#wplementation, Service Orgenizations aan offer the
services they have availeble, provide advice and guidance
&n nev technology they knowsbut, only the publisher can

declde Lo explore o mew syffem. It is recommended that all |

g and documents for ex-

orodiction undts producing repo

“Qgg&igghgg_gggﬁired.to re-examine thelr declsion

e printing fedle.

2. I hope this will help, but plense alter it as you find
necessary. :

€IA Records Administration Officer
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DDS/888/RAB|  [ifms (12 June 68)
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